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5.1.7 Standard Layer Navigation Control

Definition of the Application

The standard layer navigation control allows you to display multiple
information blocks in the same application area, one after the other,
based on an event. For example, you can show an information block
that has been defined as a standard layer by clicking on a button, and
at the same time hide another information block.

Showing and
hiding information

blocks

In this example, well show and hide the Details and Purchase Order
Trend information blocks. To do this, we’ll use two buttons, each of
which triggers a predefined event. Figure 5.27 shows both informa-
tion blocks; however, you should note that only one of them can be
actively displayed at a time.

Before starting the actual development work, copy the SAP_
Analytics_Quickstart_Step_04 model using the Model � Save As func-
tion and save it under the new name, "SAP_Analytics_Layer."
Rename the iView to SAP_Analytics_Layer_iView.

Analyzing the Information Sources

This application doesn’t require any further data sources.

Designing the Flow Logic

Navigation control
property "None"

To design the flow logic, you must navigate to the design workspace
of the iView. In order to display the information blocks as standard
layers, you must once again use the Layer development component.
Drag and drop two layer type components from the Compose task
panel to the design workspace. Then drag and drop the Vendor

Figure 5.26  Linktree Navigation Control in the Layout Workspace
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Details and Vendor Purchasing Info Record form views into one of
the two layers and call that layer Details. Drag and drop the Chart
view for the purchase order trend into the second layer and assign
the name Purchase Order Trend to the layer. Double-click on one of
the layers to navigate to the Configure Element task panel and
change the Navigation control property to None in the Layers sec-
tion. The layers are now shown and hidden via events. You can trig-
ger the events by clicking on a button in the respective view.

Creating toolbar 
buttons

Activate the toolbar in the Vendor Details form view by changing
the Toolbar property from Hide to Show. Click on the Edit function
to go to the Create Toolbar Buttons popup and create the Purchase
Order Trend button via the Add Button function (plus sign). There is
no appropriate system event available to switch to another layer dis-
play. For this reason, check the Custom action checkbox and create
the Purchase_Order_Trend event. Then double-click on the Chart
view to go to the Configure Element task panel and create a toolbar
button called "Details." Check the Custom action checkbox and cre-
ate the Details event.

Figure 5.27  Information Blocks in Standard Layers
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Transition
connection type

You can enable the switching between the "Details" and "Purchase
Order Trend" display types by using a transition type connecting
line. For this purpose, select the Details layer, position the mouse
pointer on the green point, and drag it into the second layer. Once
the connecting line is displayed in red color, you can release the
mouse button. Double-click on the connecting line to navigate to the
Configure Element task panel and assign the custom event Purchase_
Order_Trend via the Event name dropdown box in the Transition
section.

Similarly, you must enable switching from the purchase order trend
to the details view. Note, however, that in this case, you must use the
Purchase_Order_Trend layer as your starting point. Then assign the
custom event Details as the transition event. Figure 5.28 shows the
complete application in the design workspace.

Designing the Layout and Configuring the Elements

Aligning the com-
ponents in the lay-

out workspace

To design the layout, navigate to the layout workspace of the iView.
Go to the Configure Element task panel and select the Details layer.
Position the views for the vendor details and the vendor purchasing
info record next to each other below the vendor overview. Then
select the Purchase_Order_Trend layer in the task panel and position
the chart view underneath the vendor overview. To make the posi-

Figure 5.28  Standard Layer Application in the Design Workspace



197

Real-Life Sample Applications 5.1

tioning work easier, you can press the Ctrl key and select both layer
components simultaneously. The individual development compo-
nents are then displayed in a transparent view in the layout work-
space, which makes it easier to align the components.

Compilation, Deployment, and Execution

Start the deployment process. After a successful deployment, execute
the application. After selecting a vendor, check whether the two but-
tons enable you to show and hide the information blocks simulta-
neously. When you click on the Purchase Order Trend button, the
system must show the line graphic; the Details button, in turn, takes
you to the vendor details display.

5.1.8 Wizard Navigation Control

Definition of the Application

WizardThe wizard navigation control enables you to create applications in
which a wizard guides the user step by step through a business pro-
cess. Navigation buttons such as Next or Back allow the user to navi-
gate through a defined business process. Furthermore, the individual
business process steps are displayed in a graphical overview.

Definition of the 
individual process 
steps

In this example, a purchasing agent is supposed to determine the rel-
evant vendor purchasing info record for a specific material. The wiz-
ard application will guide the user step by step through the business
process. The example is divided into three process steps that are car-
ried out consecutively.

� Process Step 1: Selection
In this step, the user specifies the purchasing organization and the
material. Clicking on the Next button enables the user to navigate
to the next process step in order to select the vendors.

� Process Step 2: Vendor
In this process step, the user selects the relevant vendor. Clicking
on the Next button enables the user to navigate to the next process
step in order to select the vendor purchasing info record. The
Back button enables you to return to the previous process step.

� Process Step 3: Purchasing Info Record
In this process step, the system displays the purchasing info
record of the selected vendor. The user can click on the Start but-
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